Hon. Jackie Speier 

District Office
400 S. El Camino Real. Suite 410 
San Mateo, CA 94402





August 11, 2010
Dear Congresswoman Speier:

I am writing to you today to express my anger and frustration over recent alignment decisions made by the California High Speed Rail Authority.  I am also outraged by the way in which the Authority has utilized $9M of my taxpayer dollars allocated for community outreach.

For more than a year, I have been involved with my community, working toward an alignment that respects and integrates well into our city only to find out that we have been completely ignored.  As outlined in the recent federal funding application, below, an elevated structure, equivalent to a 6-lane freeway is proposed to blast through our beautiful city:

Redefined Design-Build Section ARRA Track 2 Scope
[image: image1.emf]
To add insult to injury, the CHSRA’s recent press release states:
CALIFORNIA HIGH-SPEED RAIL AUTHORITY RESPONDS TO COMMUNITY PRIORITIES FOR BAY AREA SECTION
“Our challenge is to build a statewide high-speed train system that works in concert with local commuter rail systems and respects the communities through which it passes – with this action we are moving toward that solution,” said Authority Chairman Curt Pringle. “This report shows we are not just listening to community concerns, we are taking them to heart – and building them into our design for the project.” 

This statement could not be further from the truth.  Our City Government and residents have made it completely clear that an elevated train structure is unacceptable and will destroy the access, value and livability of our community.  These destructive, blight-inducing structures are being phased out all over the country, while one is being forced upon us.

Since the inception of this project, communication and education from the Rail Authority have been virtually nonexistent.  It was my understanding that $9M of my tax dollars were allocated to community outreach and instead, are being applied to a “slick” public relations campaign designed to serve as propaganda for the High Speed Rail Authority.  Recently, this was demonstrated by a “Push Poll” which the media accurately labeled as “mostly propaganda,” and announcements to the press with complete misrepresentations like the one referenced above.
It is absolutely horrific that the CHSRA is allowed to use our very own tax dollars against us, and then to cry poor when asked for funding for community meetings and in support of our city’s work related to High Speed Rail.  
I live in a community that is the height of walkability and bikability, an environmental model that we all should strive for.  It is now targeted to be destroyed by a train that is billed as environmental savior to our state.  I ask you to intervene with this ill-conceived project, to make the Rail Authority responsible to the residents of impacted communities, to assign a professional operator that understands how to do it right and in the absence of adequate funding, not do it at all.
Sincerely,

